New Years Hesolutions
By Een Deaner

It iz easy making Wew Year resolutions and hard to
keep them. Wy first resolution is that this year T will try to
keep my resolutions.

¢ Twill attend at least one woodwotling show and one
turning sympo i,

o T will only buy tools or gadgets [ beliewve will improve
my woodwotking skills.

¢ [ will force morself to try a toy before [ buy a toy.

¢ Twill attend atleast one class on woodbaning that will
teach e a skill T do not already have.

o [ will master at least one new skill] do fnot currently
ko,

¢ [will visit the workshop of a fellow turner or have a

fuew turner visit my shop to share my knowledge with

that person.

[will refine my forms and seek to improve moy art.

[will spend more time tarting,

[ will stive to maintain an ordetly, cleaty and saffe shop.

[will spend a pottion of my time oding and mantaining

ty equip et

e Twill try to improve my grinding and honing so that my
finighing cuts will require less sanding.

¢ Twill try and make more tools than [ buy.

o Twilltryto show atleast one new creation at the Club’s
Show and Tell each month.

o Twill try and come up with meaningful articles for the
2&0F Wewsletter that will enhance our member’s turn-
g knowledge.

The New ¥ear is ondy a few days old and I hawve
alteady showed one of my long-time friends, David Rosen-
blatt, how to turn a bowl. It was his first attempt at turning
and it waz a success. [ visited Bobh Brady to learn how to
make a box scraper that can clean both the bottom of a box
as well as the walls without catching. The trick iz an 89 de-
gree angle at the tip and a regular seraper hewvel angle of 53-
65 degrees. I attended the “learn to turn”™ symposiom held at
Brady's shop on Satorday, Jansary 10, 2004 to assist those
who need to learn turning skills. [ also attended a meetitg of
the Long Island Wood Carvers at the suggestion of Sandee
Larsen

The Mew Tear iz a great time to rededicate oneself
to improving skills in a beloved hobbey, The resolutions are a
theatis to this end. Wiiting down a lst of objectives for pub-
lic perusal will hopefully make me work just that much
hatder to succeed. Pethaps someone will keep score and let
tne koow how [ did on Jatary 1, 20035

Learn Ta Turn Seminar Saturday
January 10

It was the coldest day in ten years bt
it did not stop more that a dozen members,
novice and expetienced turners, from meeting
in Bob Brady’s shop at 5:00 AM. Bob had
fired up the wood burning stowe at 6:00 AT
atid it was T2 degrees when we atrived.

Bob started the seminar by placing
some spindle blanks in the lathe DMlembers
practiced with a roughing gouge, skew, and
spinidle detail gouge before they were ready to
attack a bowl blank. Once we were warm we
stepped outside to the back of the barn and Bob
chaiti-sawed a log into two halves. We pro-
ceeded down the hill to the gatage with the
blank. Bob used atemplate to show how to cut
the rectangular halftlog into a citele. We went
back to the barn and chiacked up the blank.

Everyone took turns at the lathe. Spe-
cial attention was given to having members
expetiment with Irish grinds and fingernail
gritids.  There ate many different tools and
maty different grinds that will get you to the
samme point in forming and hollowing o
bowls. It iz a matter of personal preference.
We all agreed that the Irish grind was supetior
for the outside of the bowl and the fingernail
gritnd was better for the bottom curve in the
ingide of the bowl.

The club’s mird lathe was set up and
members experimented with both spindle and
bowl turning on this fine little tool.

Many members brought their tools
atid we had an opportunity to experiment with
each othets gouges, scrapers and skews. The
wete both home made tools as well as Sorhy,
Crowrn, W-2 steel ete.

hlatiy  members tbrought bhagels,
dotnts and Bob was kind enough to supply hot
coffee on this bhitterly cold day.  Eweryone
learned something new and the time flew by

Thiz waz the first of what we hope
will be maty opportunities for our members to
become better turners. Thanks to Bob for the
use of kis shop atd expert instraction.




